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DH Pedigree (or how I 
learned to use the command 
line… sort of)

Morningside Heights Digital History 

(https://mhdh.library.columbia.edu/)

In which I led the intrepid 

Development Team, learned CSS and 

GitHub, and found new and inventive 

ways to curse my laptop!

https://mhdh.library.columbia.edu/
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My very low-tech, 

low-maintenance exhibit 

on The Riverside 

Church



Enter Dr. William 
Wilberforce Baldwin!

● American expatriate doctor 

living in Florence and Rome 

between the late-19th and 

early-20 centuries.

● Patients and friends included 

Henry and William James, 

Mark Twain, Edith Wharton, 

etc. 

● His collection of unpublished 

letters from famous 

Anglo-American and 

European correspondents is at 

the Pierpont Morgan Library 

in New York.

Portrait of Dr. Baldwin (ca. 1890) 
by his friend and 

correspondent, Sir Hubert von 
Herkomer



Ahhhh, minimal 
computing!

Using Ed/Jekyll enables 

me to create a quick, 

user-friendly, gorgeously 

clean digital edition of the 

interesting letters in 

Baldwin’s archive.

Insert screenshot of homepage here



Sample letter layout

● I customized the metadata for 

location and date because it’s 

important to contextualize these 

letters.

● I haven’t figured out how I want 

to indicate unclear spelling so I’m 

using (?) for now.

● As I add more letters and 

documents in other formats, I 

may need to tweak the metadata 

fields again. 





Do you have basic 
coding skills? 

Screenshot of stickies instructions from AG and 
screenshot of terminal...



TextWrangler is your 
friend! 





Thank you!

Questions?

Meredith Levin

mjl2209@columbia.edu

@mjl361 on Twitter (but I’m a bad millennial and basically don’t tweet…)
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